
Reply to Office Action of September 24, 2003 



Claims 1-4 are pending in the application. Claim 1 has been amended to include the 
limitation of cancelled claim 4, i.e., that the distance between the sheet members is narrowed 
gradually. Claim 4 has been cancelled. Applicants appreciate the Examiner's allowance of claims 



35 U.S.C. $103(81 Rejection; 

Claim 1 stands rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
JP 1 1-161760 to Fujikawa et al. (hereinafter "Fujikawa et al,"). However, the Examiner indicates 
that claim 4, which depends from claim 1, would be "allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims." 

Claim 1 has been amended to include the limitation of claim 4 and is equivalent to 
claim 4 rewritten in independent form to include all of the limitations of the base claim. As such. 
Applicants assert that claim 1 is in form for allowance and the rejection of claim 1 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 1 03(a) should be withdrawn. 
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In view of the above amendments and remarks, it is believed that all of the pending 

claims are in condition for formal allowance. Reconsideration of the rejection of claim 1 and formal 

allowance of claims 1-3 are respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WEBB ZIESENHE1M LOGSDON 
ORKJN & HANSON, P.C. 



KirfcM. Miles 
Registration No. 37,891 

700 Koppers Building 

436 Seventh Avenue 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 1 52 1 9- 1 8 1 8 

Telephone: 412-471-8815 

Facsimile: 412-471-4094 
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